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SUBJECT: NIGER INDEPENDENCE DAY: POLITICAL CLEMENCY AND APPRE- 
HENSION ABOUT FOOD 

1. PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE'S INDEPENDENCE DAY MESSAGE 
AUGUST 3 ANNOUNCED RELEASE FROM PRISON OF 5 MINISTERS OF 
FORMER DIORI REGIME. THOSE INCLUDED ARE: AMADOU SOUNA, 
HAROUNA BEM BELLO, AMADOU ISSAKA, GARBA KATAMBE AND AMADOU 
MOSSI. PRESIDENT ALSO ANNOUNCED MORE "FLEXIBILITY" WOULD 

BE INTRODUCED CONCERNING FORMER ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT BOUBOU 
HAMA WHO WILL APPARENTLY REMAIN IN DETENTION. 

2. OTHERWISE NIGER'S 15TH ANNIVERSARY PASSED ALMOST 
PERFUNCTORY WAY WITH PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE'S PARTICIPATION 
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CALL FOR BELT TIGHTENING AND HARD WORK BETWEEN 

NOW AND THE TIME FALL HARVEST COMES IN. MAIN THRUST 
OF PRESDENT'S SPEECH WAS DIRECTED AT FARMERS, UNDER- 
LINING GOVERNMENT'S AWARENESS OF PRECARIOUS FOOD SUPPLY 
OUTLOOK, CONVEYING REASSURANCES GOVERNMENT DOING ALL IT 
CAN IN WAY OF STABLILIZING PRICES AND ELICITING FOREIGN 
ASSISTANCE BUT NOT RPT NOT HOLDING OUT HOPES FOR DRAMATIC 
IMPROVEMENT WHEN THE HARVEST COMES IN. PRESIDENT SAID 
THAT AT BEST SEVERAL GOOD CROP YEARS WOULD BE NEEDED 
BEFORE NIGER IS OUT OF THE TUNNEL AND THAT THIS RESULT 
CAN BE ACHIVED ONLY AFTER BASIC CHANGES HAVE PUT 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION ON A FIRMER FOOTING. 

3. ALL THIS IS IN ACCORD WITH RECENT INDICATIONS THAT TOP 
LEVELS OF GON ARE INCREASINGLY APPREHENSIVE ABOUT FOOD 
SITUATION THIS YEAR AND ARE DISCREETLY PREPARING POPULATION 
FOR POSSIBLE BAD NEWS IN THE MONTHS IUST AHEAD. ON POLITICAL 
SIDE, KOUNTCHE ALLUDED IN LOW KEY TO ARRESTS ANNOUNCED NIGHT 
BEFORE OF VICE PRESIDENT SANI SIDO AND ALLEGED CO-CONSPIRATORS 
BUT GAVE NO FURTHER DETAILS. WHILE RELEASE OF DIORI REGIME 
FIGURES MAY BE INTENDED TO COUNTERBALANCE THIS MOVE, WE HAVE 
NO EVIDENCE OF ACTUAL LINKAGE SO FAR. SEEMS IUST AS LIKELY 
THAT GESTURE OF CLEMENCY WAS PLANNED WELL IN ADVANCE TO 
COINCIDE WITH AUGUST3 ANNIVERSARY AND WAS NOT RPT NOT 
INTENDED AS A SPECIFIC ANTIDOTE TO REMOVAL OF SANI 
SIDO FROM SCENE. STILL, RELEASE OF DIORI REGIME 
FIGURES BESPEAKS RELAXATION AND SELF-CONFIDENCE 
PART OF GON WHICH CLEARLY AT THIS IUNCTURE IS IMAGE 
KOUNTCHE FEELS IT IMPORTANT TO CONVEY.DAVISON 
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